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at the processing level. Its publication in the Federal Register, however,
has been indefinitely postponed.

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

The U.S. Department of Commerce-National Marine Fisheries Service
(USDC-NMFS) fishery products inspection program is a voluntary, fee-
for-service program involving inspection and grading of fisheries products.
A principal objective is to provide certification that fisheries products have
passed federal inspection, which in this case consists mainly of physical
examination of facilities and organoleptic evaluation of products.

A recent update has been provided on the USDC-NMFS involvement
with microbiological criteria (E.S. Garrett, USDC-NMFS. 1983. Personal
communication). The NMFS does not establish microbiological criteria
for foods, but rather examines fishery products or causes them to be
examined for conformance with the microbiological criteria of other or-
ganizations including the Food and Drug Administration, the Department
of Defense, private manufacturing firms, and/or institutional purchasers
of seafoods. The USDC-NMFS inspection program recognizes and de-
termines conformance to microbiological standards, specifications, and
guidelines where such are either mandatory through codification in the
Federal Regulations or included in a purchasing specification on product
destined for either domestic or international trade. Microbiological food
examination is used primarily to evaluate a product's safety status as
opposed to its quality factors. Determinations of microbiological food
safety are generally focused toward fully cooked, ready-to-eat items or
the identification of process-induced hazards.

History

The NMFS had its origin in the Agricultural Marketing Act, as Amended
(U.S. Congress, 1946), which provided for establishment of a system for
distributing and marketing agricultural products based on the authority to
inspect, certify, and identify agricultural products moving in interstate
commerce. Fish and shellfish as well as processed products thereof were
included as agricultural products. Some of the present commodity pro-
grams in the USDA are based in this program; however, early efforts did
not include fish and shellfish.

The Fish and Wildlife Act (U.S. Congress, 1956) transferred all of the
commercial fisheries activities from the USDA to the Bureau of Com-
mercial Fisheries in the newly established Fish and Wildlife Service of
the U.S. Department of the Interior. It was here in 1958 that the Fish and